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carries on its enquiries and research. This institute was created
in 1931* During the short period of its existence it has changed
polytechnisation from an aspiration into a fact to be met in
every school. The work of the institute is described in greater
detail in the chapter dealing with polytechnisation.
The province of art is equally receiving attention. The Boubnov
Central House for the Arts Education of Children in Moscow
has the as yet uncharted seas of the child as creative artist, the
child as emotional entity, to explore. In this sphere research is
pointing to a much greater variety in activities, a much greater
freedom than in the school work. Very serious work is being
done in children's graphic art.
It is in these arts activities, which include drama, active and
passive, the cinema, dancing of all kinds, music and the making
of musical instruments, puppet shows and puppet making, that
the Soviet child will obtain compensation for the possible rigidity
of the classroom. Again one wonders whether Soviet educationists
are on the road to the solution of an educational problem. It is
possible that the combination of disciplined and regulated class
teaching with the great variety and freedom offered by the arts
opportunities in out-of-school activities for creative self-expres-
sion will make the almost perfect education. Whatever may be
the answer, educationists the world over would do well to watch.
the research work being carried on in the ILS.S.R.